
 

 

22 January 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. It has been another busy week at the Academy and we have 
again been really pleased to see how well our students continue to embrace remote learning. We are now at the 
midway point of this half-term, and although it has not been as we would have envisaged at the beginning of the 
year, our students should be proud of their efforts and contribution so far. 
 
As I stated last week, the new ways of working provide both challenges and opportunities, and as an Academy we 
continue to regularly review our provision and listen to feedback. We also receive daily national and regional updates 
as regards guidelines and protocols for remote learning and on-site provision. With this in mind, below are some key 
updates to bring to your attention: 
 
Amendments to the Lesson Timings 
 
One of the fundamental changes to the current ways of working is the increased amount of time that students are 
spending on screens. Whilst this is unavoidable, we have listened to feedback and incorporated the following minor 
alterations to the timings of lessons. This will help to enable students to have sufficient time away from the screen 
and also be as motivated and engaged as possible throughout the day.  The new timings, which will be in place from 
Monday, are as follows: 
 

 Lesson 1a  8.30am to 9.45am 

 Breakfast  9.45am to 10.05am   

 Lesson 1b  10.10am to 11.25am     

 PT Time  11.35am to 11.50pm 

 Lesson 2a  12.00pm to 1.15pm   

 Lunch   1.15pm to 1.55pm 

 Lesson 2b  14.05pm to 15.20pm   

 

Remote Learning Provision 
 
Our remote learning provision includes all lessons that the students have on their timetable.  This also includes 
practical subjects, Personal Tutor Time and assemblies. Our aim is to ensure that all students continue to have 
access to a full and varied curriculum with their allocated subject teachers. Should there be an instance where a live 
lesson will not be delivered, a link will be sent to direct students to the appropriate resources on the Online Curriculum.  
Your child’s timetable is also available on MCAS.  
 
In addition, an information guide on our remote learning provision is available for you to review – it can be accessed 
from a link on the Frequently Asked Questions document on our website:  
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/closure-faq 
 
Attendance 
 
A reminder that attendance and punctuality is being rigorously monitored and registers taken for every lesson. If your 
child is ill and unable to access remote lessons, please report absence in the usual way by emailing our Attendance 
Officer Emma Grindley at EGrindley@sandwellacademy.com Information about your child’s attendance for remote 
live lessons is available on MCAS.   
 
Consultation on the Award of Summer Examination Grades  
 
Earlier this week, I wrote to parents of those students sitting formal GCSE, A Level and BTEC examinations this 
summer. The Department for Education is running a consultation until January 29, following which schools are 
expected to receive guidance on how grades will be awarded and the process that has been agreed. 
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We understand that this is a difficult time, and will undoubtedly lead to a host of uncertainties and queries.  We will 
keep everyone updated as soon as we are able to.  In the meantime, please could I reiterate that students and 
parents do not contact teachers with grade enquiries.  I would also like to stress that lessons, units studied and 
accompanying student assignments are continuing as normal, and staff will continue to mark work and provide 
feedback in the usual way.  However, the marks and feedback given for one individual piece of work should not be 
taken as an indicator or guarantee of what grade may be awarded in the summer. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
 
As you may have read in the press this week, the government has updated information for schools in relation to 
Lateral Flow Testing. Please be aware that for the time being, weekly tests for students on site will continue, but the 
daily contact testing has been paused.  We will keep you updated as and when more information becomes available. 
Please remember that tests will only be administered where parental consent has been provided, and where students 
themselves willingly agree to be tested. 
 
Lockdown Support  
 
During these challenging times, it is important that we work together as a Sandwell Academy community to help and 
support each other as much as possible.  
 
We have received several updates and contacts from a variety of local organisations and charities that provide 
lockdown advice and support.  These have been compiled and added to the safeguarding and wellbeing page of our 
website: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/safeguarding  
 
Contacting the Academy 
 
When contacting the Academy via email, please make sure that you include your child’s name in any communication.  
This will enable us to deal with queries as efficiently as possible. 
 
As regards communication, a reminder that the first point of contact for queries in relation to the progress and welfare 
of your child is their Personal Tutor.  As there are a reduced number of staff on site, you are advised to use email in 
the first instance. Staff email addresses can be found on the Meet the Staff section of the website: 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/meet-the-staff.aspx 
 
It is our policy to answer any communication within 48 hours, but as the majority of staff are working remotely, we 
would ask for your understanding should there be any delays. If you do not receive a response from your child’s 
Personal Tutor within 48 hours, please contact the Head of Year in the first instance. 
 
Please stay safe and take care.   
 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher 
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